
The Holiday Season is here. It is that time of year when 

the spirit of generosity takes center stage and community 

members step out in search of ways to make their days 

more meaningful.  

Each year the Volunteer Center of Santa Cruz County 

posts an online holiday volunteer guide to make the 

search for giving back a little easier. 

The 2019 Holiday Volunteer Guide is now available 

at www.scvolunteercenter.org.  

Listed in the guide, are a variety of holiday related 

opportunities available throughout the county for 

those looking to give back this month and beyond. 

Opportunities range from wrapping gifts with the 

Adopt a Family Project, to preparing meals for those in 

need, or making the holiday brighter for isolated seniors. 

Among those welcoming volunteers for a Thanksgiving 

meal this month are the Volunteer Center staff of  

Community Connection Mariposa Wellness Center. 

The Mariposa Center, a mental health support program, 

provides classes and activities designed to promote 

recovery and a healthy lifestyle. 

Working in partnership with the City of Watsonville, 

South County Mental Health, Front Street Inc., and 

community volunteers, they annually prepare a free 

Thanksgiving Meal open to all mental health clients and 

their families at the Veteran's Hall in Watsonville. 

Every year more than 300 individuals from across the 

county come together the day before Thanksgiving to 

connect, celebrate, and enjoy a meal. 

This year’s event with take place on Wednesday, 
November 27th from 12 PM - 2 PM. Organizers are 

seeking volunteers between 8 AM- 5PM to help with 

set-up, food prep, serving lunch, and clean-up. 

Businesses annually provide donations including linens, 

flowers, gift cards, and food supplies. Additionally 

community members, families, and service providers are 

invited to provide food donations and supplies to support 

the event. Interested donors and volunteers can contact 

Jodie Wells at 831-768-8132  or jwells@ccsantacruz.org.

“Together we make this day special in partnership with the mental health 

community, local businesses, and a dedicated group of volunteers. I love 

to see how many folks come forward each year to help generate a 

fabulous meal and a warm, welcoming atmosphere," states Jodie Wells, 

Volunteer Center South County Site Manager and Program Coordinator 

at the Mariposa Center. 

Aside from the Thanksgiving meal another best bet for this month
is Santa Cruz Gives. For those who want to give a meaningful donation, 

hop over to www.santacruzgives.org where folks are guaranteed to find 

a cause they care about. Santa Cruz Gives spearheaded by Santa Cruz 

Good Times, is a one-stop shop for holiday donations with over 30 

nonprofits to choose from. Donors can give to one or give to many- all 

with one transaction.

Learn More: Visit scvolunteercenter.org or call the Volunteer Center 

at 831-427-5070.
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